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A notable instance of strict truthfulness is seen in the
life of the late Babu Ram Gopal Ghose. This gentleman
had lived in open violation of caste regulation for some
time, but afterwards, for family reasons, wished to be
recognized again as an orthodox Hindu. His father
suggested that he should deny that he had eaten beef,
etc. ; but he replied, " I would do anything for you, yea,
give up my life, but cannot lie."

In corroboration of the opinion now expressed con-
cerning the general untruthfulness of the Hindus, we
might quote many writers ; one will suffice. " The want
of truthfulness leavens the whole being of the Bengali.
It is not too much to assert that the mass of Bengalis
have no notion of truth and falsehood."*"

Akin to lying is theft. Here, again, what is said of
the many is not true of all. Amongst the lower orders,
which form the servant class in the cities and stations,
pilfering is almost universal; and those who, so far as
was known, have been honest for years, when a favour-
able opportunity occurs cannot resist the temptation.
Prices are asked for goods of daily consumption higher
than those paid ; and when this is discovered there is
little sense of shame. It is considered a right thing for
the servant to obtain a percentage on all money of his
master that passes through his hands. So clever and
persistent are the people in their efforts to rob that it is
impossible to prevent it. A lady may sit in the verandah
of her house to see her horse fed ; if she turns away for
a moment only, a handful of corn is stolen and secreted
in the servant's clothes. A man will quietly steal into the
cow-shed, before others are stirring, and extract milk from
your cow. A servant will accompany you to the bazaar
and note the money spent with different shopkeepers,
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